
About the Program  

C-Quest Capital’s Efficient Lighting program makes it possible for the rural poor to replace their inefficient light 

bulbs with efficient LEDs. The project targets rural areas of India, where many low-income consumers cannot 

afford LEDs, even at subsidized rates. Our LEDs are long life, lasting up to 10 years, replacing the need for 10-20 

inefficient bulbs, and can save up to 90% of energy consumption.  

We invest heavily in technologies to ensure the highest quality and integrity standards, with each household 

provided a unique ID to prevent double counting and cloud data management to track utilization. Unique to our 

program, we provide a warranty of up to 3 years and an 1800 phone number to support claims, ensuring any 

faulty products are replaced. LEDs are supplied through distribution centres where inefficient light bulbs can be 

exchanged and recycled wherever feasible.

Efficient Lighting

High-quality lighting with 
significant emission reductions 

Millions of low-income rural families utilize 

inefficient lighting, which places a 

significant demand on power grids that 

typically use thermal power plants (TPP) 

for electrification. This results in more coal 

being burned and increases peak capacity 

demand, which can lead to power 

shortages.

Efficient lighting ensures access to 

affordable, reliable, and sustainable 

modern energy. The simple yet powerful 

act of switching incandescent lighting 

(ICL) for LED bulbs can improve the living 

and working conditions of millions of 

people in rural India and help the country 

reduce its carbon emissions. 

Implementing efficient lighting at scale significantly reduces 

electricity demand, translating to lower carbon emissions from thermal power plants

Lighting accounts for nearly 5% 

of global CO
2
 emissions

10% of a typical rural Indian 
family's monthly cost goes to 
electricity bills

LED bulbs, though much more 
efficient, can cost between 10 
and 15 times more than 
incandescent bulbs



High Sustainable Development Impact

Our projects have a significant sustainable development impact across climate, social and economic 
empowerment, meeting 7 UN Sustainable Development Goals.

Major project benefits:  

Project information

Verra Certified Emission Reductions  

Our projects are verified and validated through the 

industry-leading verification standards of Verra.

Carbon Standard:  Verra Verified Carbon Standard (VCS) 

Methodology: AMS-II.C. ver.15 

(Efficient Lighting Technologies)  

Project ID: VCS 2608, VCS 2657

Regions:  Rural India (South, North, Northeast regions)  

Delivery years: 2022 - 2024 

Vintage years: 2021 - 2023

Reduces +1 million tonnes of CO
2
e from 

entering the atmosphere each year

 

Decreases health risks for rural families by 

providing lighting with higher lumens 

enabling them to read, cook and work in 

their homes without straining their eyes

Reduces the cost of lighting  and provides 

meaningful monthly savings on household 

bills

Reduces frequency of power outages and 

delays potential investment in more 

coal-fired power plants

As part of CQC’s Efficient Lighting projects in India, we have already distributed 10 million 

LED bulbs to over 2 million households across India, preventing 1.3 million tonnes of CO
2
e 

from entering the atmosphere each year. 
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